ABSTRACT: Private and public health insurance programs by their selectivity of coverage and means of payment add to the fragmentation and inefficiencies of the health care sector. The proposals for the establishment of some form of national health insurance presented in the more than forty bills before Congress incorporate a wide range of approaches to financing, benefits, accountability, and regulation. This paper elucidates the key policy variables in terms of whose dimensions the different proposals may be analyzed, and some criteria for evaluating their different aspects. The 

